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TH1S 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO.
25X1 le | |the first three issues of & new USSx periodical devoted

o abstruanta of soclentifidc literature in the field of astronomy. Titles
Peforativay Zhurnel - Astronomiva. Tho three issues contain §00 abstracts eaah,
2600 in . covering the whole world. It is the beat and moet ambitious
Juurnal in the field and thers is nothing remotely like it in the woaterm world.
It ocovers an amazing volume of literaturs, inoluding some vory obscure US papers,
which indicates a very aggressive and thorough publicatione pProourement prograv.
Mot significant of all is the enormous amount of solentifioally trained mnAnpower
which nust be available to propare the abatrasts for publication. In she US wo
8imply would not have enough trained Poople to use on such a project. Prosumsbly
thore are similar abstracting services for other fields of solence, which makes
the effort seem all the more prodigious,

25X1 2. dnother rubliocetion 8 a paper bound book
of 160-200 pages on e suBJeot oFf radio AsTronomy by @ young mua named Shklovsky

25X1 who has booome known during the last few voars as one of the most outstaand
estrophysicists in the USSR. It 4s a sem: ~popul ar account showing a very good
understending of the theory of radio astronomy, inoiuding some of the authorts
own idoas, but the ourious thing about it is that it makea no reforonoss whatever
to observations in tho USSR. It is well illustrated, but all photos are from
US, UK, or Australian Journals. It ia incvonceiveble that a solentist with
Shklovsky's technicel competonce and sound knowlodge of theory has not set up
& roder antenna ir hias own baokyard, yet he makes no mention cf it and writes
&3 if the only available data on “he subjoot has ocome from abroad. The only
posaible explanation s that this is a oase of (eliberats supression of imformation.

3. dnother recent book 4s tho proosedings of & May 1962 symposium devoted to problems
of oosmogoay. There are a large number of oon‘cri\mtioq‘u by astronomsrs, physiolsts
and philossphers, mostly dovoted to the theories of VA Ambartgumiven, the loading
astrophysioist of ths USSR. If the astronomy portioms are a fair indication. most
of 41t is pretty sound. Tt inoludes, however, the usual attaoks on foreign, partioularly
U3, soientiasts, and numes Gamon, Struve, and othars as "oharastoriatio of that group
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of bourgeois physiociots who occupy thorwelves with the direot perversion

of solence.” Theoy still make these attaocks [ lyat they
try to aot 1iko friends ot intermational

RootLlgs,

The USSR has always Léen s%rong in the fiwld of geodesy, and researah in
that subject was administered by the military even in Pre~revolutionary times.

Although the USSR has oocperatod with the western world in la titude ebservations

through a Comission cf the Internmat lonal Astronomical Union, there is reason
$0 believe that the Soviets have built up their cbesarvation stations for

384 itudo veriation research to @ far greater sxtemt then 1s being donc in
the T8. Poltava Obeervatery in the Ukraine has been the osuter of thias
activily and has always been a training oenter for spocislists in geodeosy.

Soms aomparative photographa in the April 1954 iasue of 8? and Teleacope,

PP 182-183, give graphic testimeony to the inferierity of Sovie optio
instruments used in photographing tho sturs. Although the artiole illustrated
deals with an entirely differeant gubject, the us: of US and USSR photographs
of identiocsel portions of the aky reproduced side by side, shows that Soviet
astronomors are unable to 8ot with their equipment the sharp definitien
obtained by US astroaomical photography.
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